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Synopsis 
 
The news from the Middle East worsens daily into a nightmare scenario – one 
eerily foretold in 2012 as two young, unlikely Syrian activists launch a radical plan 
for bringing democracy to their country, besieged by the brutal Bashar al-Assad 
regime. Under threat of death and armed only with the Internet, they organize 
when no one else will. 
 
University student Razan uses her laptop to coordinate a smuggling network for 
bringing humanitarian aid and journalists into Syria. 
 
Damascus-born Mouaz works his contacts in the West, becoming a primary 
source for intel carrying dire implications: without external support for the 
moderate opposition, Syria’s struggle will draw in opportunist hardliners such as 
ISIS, spread to neighboring countries such as Iraq and dangerously destabilize an 
entire region. 
 
Razan and Mouaz navigate a minefield, facing agonizing decisions of who to 
aid and who to trust, all while hatching a Trojan-horse plan for a democratically 
run Syria starting with one free, empowered village and spreading from there. 
 
Red Lines provides cinematic books on the ground, offering a rare window into 
the Syrian conflict taking us from the trenches to geopolitical jockeying and 
becoming, along the way, a searing exposé of an ongoing inhumane crisis. 
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Directors’ bios 
 
Andrea Kalin – Co-Director/Producer 
 
Andrea Kalin, founder of Spark Media, is a celebrated documentary filmmaker 
whose films have screened theatrically to sold-out audiences, aired on major 
networks around the globe and earned more than 70 industry awards, including 
a Prime Time Emmy, and Golden Globe and WGA nominations. She has worked 
in over 25 countries, from disaster zones to remote tropical rain forests, crafting 
gripping human stories for the screen. Andrea specializes in bringing to viewers 
the emotional front line where lives of courage, perseverance and dignity battle 
brutal injustices and seemingly insurmountable hardships.  Kalin's filmography 
includes: Worlds of Sound, narrated by Pete Seeger, and Soul of a People: 
Writing America’s Story featuring Patricia Clarkson, both award-winning 
documentaries broadcast on Smithsonian Network. Kalin directed the theatrical 
release, Allah Made Me Funny, and the award-winning feature docs, Talking 
Through Walls and The Pact. The Mos Def narrated Prince Among Slaves won 
the American Black Film Festival’s coveted best documentary award and was 
PBS’ primetime Black History Month Special. Kalin's debut, Partners of the Heart, 
narrated by Morgan Freeman, aired on PBS's “American Experience”, won the 
Erik Barnouw Award for Best History Documentary and inspired the original HBO 
movie, Something the Lord Made. Her last film, No Evidence of Disease is in 
theatrical distribution with TUGG, and has screening in over 40 cities nationwide. 
The documentary was honored as the Madelyn’s Choice selection at the 2013 
Rocky Mountain Women’s Film Festival.  
 
Oliver Lukacs – Co-Director/Director of Photography/Editor 
 
Oliver Lukacs is the co-director, editor and director of photography for Red 
Lines.  Previously, he was a producer, director of photography and collaborating 
editor on No Evidence of Disease and associate producer and assistant editor 
on Soul of a People: Writing America's Story. He is currently co-directing a film 
that profiles the Gerald Bataille neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, Haiti and 
directing the national video campaign of the LA-based graffiti artist collective 
SURVIVE. Prior to his film work, Lukacs graduated from UCLA and was a freelance 
journalist who wrote for The Lookout, LA Weekly, Washington City Paper and 
WTOP Radio. 
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Credits 
 
Produced by:     Andrea Kalin 
 
Directed by:     Andrea Kalin & Oliver Lukacs 
 
Director of Photography:   Oliver Lukacs 
 
Editor:      Oliver Lukacs 
 
Additional Photography:   Moutaz Abo Aljoud 

Moustafa Kashef 
David Enders 
Andrea Kalin 
Paulo Soto 

      Hisham Abdelhamid 
      Kadir Demir  
 
Illustrations and End Credit 
Design:     R.A. – A Syrian artist living in exile. 
 
Written by:     Andrea Kalin & Oliver Lukacs  
 
Graphic Animations:   Luis G. Portillo 
 
Main Title Original Score:   Armand Amar  
 
Viola D’Amore:    Jasser Haj Yussef 
 
Doudouk:     Levon Minassian 
 
Percussion:     John Boswell 
      Joël Grare 
      Gilles Rancitelli 
 
Shanghai Percussion 
Ensemble:     Luo Tian Qi 
      Ma Li 
      Tao Xiao Han 
 
Musical Direction, Keyboards, 
Percussion:     Armand Amar 
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Orchestrations by:    Anne-Sophie Versnaeyen 
 
Music Interpreted by:   The City of Prague Philharmonic 
 
Orchestral Direction by:   Adam Klemens 
 
Recorded at Smecky Music 
Studios, Prague by:   Vitek Kral 
 
Recording and Mixing at 
Babel Studios, Montreuil:   Vincent Joinville 
 
Music Production 
For Babel Studios:    Katrin Oebel 
 
Soundtrack:     Kinan Azmeh 

Clarinet, Composer 
 
Issam Rafea 
Composer 
 
Dima Orsho 
Composer 
 
Manfred Leuchter 
Composer 
 
Dinuk Wijeratne 
Composer 
 
Armand Amar 
Composer 

 
Featured Songs:    “Arabesque” 
      Written by Manfred Leuchter 
 
      “Viva El Chechenia” 
      Written by Dima Orsho 
 
      “Ibn Arabi Postlude” 
      Written by Kinan Azmeh 
 
      “Something There” 
      Written by Dinuk Wijeratne 
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      “November 22nd” 
      Written by Kinan Azmeh 
 
      “Needless To Say” 
      Written by Kinan Azmeh 
 
      “Love on 139th Street in D” 
      Written by Kinan Azmeh 
 
      “Wounds” 
      Written by Kinan Azmeh 
 
      “Sad Morning, Every Morning” 
      Written by Kinan Azmeh 
 
      “Departure” 
      Written by Issam Rafea 
 
      “Bya Wala Beek” 
      Performed by Amira Basha 
 
      “Sonorous Angel” 
      Written by Jeremy Griffith 
 
      “Mandeville” 
      Written by Kevin MacLeod 
 
      “Générique De Fin” 
      “Le Père” 
      “Retour” 
      Written by Armand Amar 
      From the Album “Moving Music” 
      © Editions La Marguerite / Naive 2006  
 
Music Producer Main Title:  David Franco  
 
Additional Original Music:  Clean Cuts 
 
Sound Design and Mixing:  Archie Moore 
       
Production Associate 
/Translator:     Qutaiba Idlbi 
 
Additional Translation:             Rifaie Tammas 
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      Honey Al Sayed 
Aula Mohammed  

     
Production Manager:   James Mirabello 
 
Production Associates:   Ethan Oser 
      Caralyn Moore 
 
Assistant Editor:    Ethan Oser 
 
Post Production:    Cerebral Lounge 
 
Colorist:     Stuart Smith 
 
Sound Studio:    Clean Cuts  
 
Creative Consultant:   Honey Al Sayed 
 
Special Thanks:     Martin Kalin 

Assia Shihab  
Shalab al-Sham Family 
Moustafa Family 
Dr. Ayman Alkhalaf 
Ahmad Soliman 
Joel Bombardier 
Maria Stephan 
Al Gad TV 
Oyaba Al Hafizah 
Melda Al Hafizah 
Deborah Amos 
Susannah George 
Robyn Guilliams  
Tyler Durham 
Jason Hamacher 
Basil Tsiokos 
Alan Sachs 
Rick Trank 
Jack Heyrman 
Liz Norton 
Tetiana Giovane 
Emily Villatoro 
David Surratt 
Creyna Franco 
Sasha Ghosh-Siminoff 
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Cassie Chesley 
Margery Doppelt 
Mark Katkov 
Carol Slatkin 
Merabeth Brazier 
Lisa Cresce 
Naghan Ghadri 
Zoubaida Al-Said Shaker 
Nesrien Hsan 
Baibaa Alash 
Gihan Ma’Mo 
May Aljblawieah 
Benan Hahbakvi 
Huda Rajab 
Noura Al-Amir 
Yasmin Al Atassi 
Shatha Alheraki 
Heba al Toama 
Raifa Sami 
Arin Ibesh 
Nsreen Jawish 

      Alexander Innes 
      Dina Sadek 
      Sherin Khalil 
      Shaya Khalil 
      Semra Tanrikulu 

Ismail Demir 
Marisol Cordero 
JT Davis 
Edith Chapin 
Michael Dreyer 
Dreyer – Gaido Musikproductionen 
Long Distance Productions 
The Color My World Project 
Syrian Emergency Task Force 
Karameh Refugee Camp 

 
Footage & Sound: “It’s Not Normal: Syrian War Transforms 

Lives” by Deborah Amos, Courtesy of NPR 
 Associated Press 
 ABC 
 Al Jazeera 
 Aleppo Media Center 
 “All In With Chris Hayes” NBC News, 
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 NBC Universal Archives 
 BBC 
 CNN 
 Euronews 
 Flash News Network 
 Fox News 
 The Huffington Post 
 Sky News 
 Channel 4 
 Jewish News One 
 MPL TV 
 NBC 
 Newstsar 
 NHK Press TV 
 Shaam News Network 
 Ugarit News English 
 “The Daily Show With Jon Stewart” Viacom 
 Comedy Central 
 The White House Press Office 
 Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
 UNHCR 
      
Parts of this film were made possible by videos shot by the brave Syrians and 
media activists who risked their lives to show the world the truth. Many preferred 
to remain anonymous. 
       
Dedicated to the children of Syria. 
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